PREFACE.
Of the parts, and even in many cases entire letters, omitted (amounting to nearly one half of the whole), Dr. Maty continues to say, "some were written for " Mr. Dayrolles's own private information when his " Lordship was Secretary of State, and Mr. Dayrolles " in a public character at the Hague ; and some other " parts again are a continuation of such political and " private correspondence after his Lordship had quitted " public business, in which some measures, operations, " and persons concerned in them, are too particularly " descanted upon for Mr. Dayrolles to allow himself " to give them to the public, as they were communi-" cated to him in the most confidential manner." This reserve, however, though most proper and discreet in 1777, is no longer appli cable in 1845, and the entire letters as originally written, may now be sent forth in print without either any breach of public confidence or any wound to private feelings.
Omissions, as it seemed to the Editor, might, in one class of subjects, be no less advantageous than new matter. The early letters of Lord Chesterfield to his son, when scarcely seven or eight years old, are filled with elementary instruction in History and in Geography, well fitted for that age, but scarcely suited for a collection like the present. Such facts as that Romulus built Rome, and that Champagne is a province of France, may be more properly reserved for professed school-books. The Editor has therefore decided on expunging about forty letters of that early period, leaving a few, however, of the same time, but on less obvious topics, so as sufficiently to illustrate Lord Chesterfield's method of instruction with a child.
Nor will the translations of the French letters which